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Heai/th  Department, 

3,  Woodvieee  Terrace, 
Gravesend. 

io th  July , 1950. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Mr.  Chairman,  Radies  and  Gentlemen, 


I have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health 
and  Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1949. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  table  on  page  43,  the  birth  rate  reached  its  peak 
in  1946.  Since  then  it  has  been  declining  and  the  rate  for  the  past  year  is  17.36 
per  1,000  population.  The  death  rate  is  10.54. 

Apart  from  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  there  has  been  no  outbreak 
of  serious  infectious  disease  and  the  general  health  of  the  Borough  has  been  well 
maintained. 

The  present  housing  shortage  remains  the  most  urgent  health  problem. 
The  Council  continue  to  give  this  matter  priority. 

I should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Council  and  especially  to  the 
Chairman  and  all  the  members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their  interest  and 
enthusiastic  support  throughout  the  year. 

I wish  also  to  thank  my  staff  for  their  loyal  co-operation,  which  has  helped 
so  much  in  maintaining  the  standard  of  the  health  services  in  the  Borough. 


I am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Mr.  Chairman,  Radies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  S.  DAVIES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  BOROUGH. 

SECTION  “A.” 


Area  of  the  Borough  (acres) 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  Population  (Civilian) 
Number  of  separate  inhabited  houses  estimated 
Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 

Rates  (to  31st  March,  1950) — 19s.  iod.  in  the  £. 


4,619 

43.250 

n.370 

£342,066 

£1.349 


Employment  and  Unemployment. 

The  chief  industries  in  the  locality  are — Paper  making,  light  and  marine  engineer- 
ing, cement,  electrical  equipment.  A large  number  of  men  are  employed  in  the 
Merchant  Navy,  on  river  craft,  and  in  dock  work. 

There  is  a demand  for  men  and  women  both  in  skilled  and  in  unskilled  work. 
Unemployment  has  remained  at  a low  level,  but  statistics  which  apply  only 
to  the  Borough  are  not  available. 


Registered  Live  Births. 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total  live  births  ... 


Males. 

Females. 

T otal 

378 

333 

711 

16 

24 

40 

394 

357 

75i 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population — 17.36. 


Still  Births. 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total  still  births  ... 


Males. 

8 

1 


9 


Females. 

5 


5 


T otal. 
13 


14 


Still  Birth  Rate — i.e.,  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births — 18.30. 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  ...  0.32. 


Registered  Deaths  (all  causes). 

Males.  Females. 

235  221 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population — 10.54. 

(The  previous  year  it  was  10.75). 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 

(Headings  29  and  30  of  the  Registrar-General’s  List). 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
Deaths.  Live  and  Still  Births. 
Puerperal  and  Post  Abortive  Sepsis  Nil  Nil 

Other  maternal  causes  ...  ...  2 2.61 


T otal. 
456 


2.61 
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The  Maternal  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  : — • 
Puerperal  infections  o.ii,  other  maternal  causes  0.71. 


Number  of  Infant  Deaths — under  1 year  of  age. 


Legitimate  infants 
Illegitimate  infants 

... 

Males. 

13 

Females. 

13 

T otal. 
26 

Total 

13 

13 

26 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  : — 

Infant  Mortality  Rate,  i.e.t  All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  34.62 

legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  ...  ...  36.56 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  ...  ...  — 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 


73 

1 

3 


Comparative  Birth  and  Death  Rates. 


Rates . 


Gravesend. 


England 

and 

Wales. 


148  “ Smaller  Towns  ” 
Population  of 
25,000  to  50,000 


Birth  Rate 

...  17.36 

16.7 

18.0 

Death  Rate  ... 

...  10.54 

11.7 

11. 6 

Infant  Mortality  Rate... 

...  34.62 

32.0 

30.0 

Still  Birth  Rate 

...  .32 

•39 

.40 

SECTION 

“ B.” 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 
Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  County  Council  provide  facilities  for  pathological  examinations  at  their 
Laboratories  in  Maidstone,  and  this  arrangement  has  proved  satisfactory. 


The  following  specimens  have  been  examined  and  reported  on  : — 

(1)  Sputum — Examinations  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  ...  ...  21 

(2)  Swabs — Examinations  for  Diphtheria  ...  ...  3 

A.  Examinations  for  Streptococci  ...  ...  — 

(3)  Faeces — Examinations  for  Pathogenic  Organisms  ...  6 

(4)  Blood — Examinations  for  Typhoid  1 


TotaIv  ...  31 


B.  (1)  Milk — Bacteriological  Examinations  ...  ...  44 

(2)  Water — Public  supplies  Bacteriological  Examinations...  30 

Swimming  Pool — Bact.  Ex.  ...  ...  30 

(3)  Ice  Cream — Bacteriological  Examinations  ...  77 


Totai,  ...  181 
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Ambulance  Service— Non- Infectious  Cases. 

This  service,  for  which  the  Kent  County  Council  are  responsible,  is  operated 
by  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade.  Four  ambulances  are  stationed  at  Commercial 
Place. 

Ambulance  Service — Infectious  Cases. 

The  infectious  disease  ambulance  provided  by  the  Kent  County  Council  is 
now  run  in  conjunction  with  the  Dartford  Fever  Hospital  and  stationed  there. 

Home  Nursing  Service. 

This  service  is  to  provide  nurses,  free  of  charge,  for  persons  who  require  nursing 
in  their  own  homes.  Apart  from  cases  of  emergency  and  accidents,  patients  can 
only  be  attended  by  a nurse  on  the  production  of  a certificate  from  their  private 
medical  practitioner.  At  present  it  is  not  possible  to  provide  a night  service. 
Application  is  made  to  the  District  Officer,  District  Office,  Arthur  Street. 

There  are  three  full-time  nurses  and  one  relief  nurse  employed  in  this  area 
and  their  names  and  addresses  are  given  below  : — 

Nurse  Jones,  56,  Smarts  Road,  Gravesend. 

Nurse  Rampling,  Church  Cottage,  London  Road,  Greenhithe. 

Nurse  Deeley,  5,  Lynton  Road,  Gravesend. 

Nurse  Cake,  64,  Portland  Avenue,  Gravesend  (Relief). 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics. 

The  following  clinics  are  administered  by  the  Kent  County  Council  under  the 
National  Health  Service  Act,  1946  : — 

(1)  Ante-natal  Clinics. 

(2)  Infant  Welfare  Clinics. 

(3)  Gynaecological  and  Birth  Control  Clinic. 

(4)  Diphtheria  Immunisation  Clinic. 

(5)  Dental  Clinic. 

Tuberculosis  Clinic. 

The  Tuberculosis  and  Chest  Clinic  is  held  at  the  Gravesend  and  North  Kent 
Hospital  every  Wednesday  at  9 a.m.  This  is  administered  by  the  South  East 
Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

Venereal  Diseases  Clinic. 

Administrative  arrangements  are  now  under  the  control  of  the  South  East 
Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

In  consequence  of  the  alterations  in  Dr.  Ockwell’s  duties  and  having  regard  to 
the  decline  in  the  incidence  of  venereal  diseases  in  the  Gravesend  area  as  compared 
with  the  war  years  and  the  period  immediately  after  the  war,  some  of  the  clinic 
sessions  have  been  discontinued. 

The  revised  times  for  the  Gravesend  Clinic  at  22,  Cobham  Street,  are  as  follows  : — 

Male.  Female. 

Tuesday  9.  am.  to  12  noon  12  noon  to  2 p.m. 

Saturday  9 a.m.  9.30  a.m. 
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Gravesend  and  North  Kent  Hospital. 


The  Out-patient  Clinics  of  the  Hospital  are  as  follows  : — 


9.30  a.m. 
10. o a.m. 
11.  o a.m. 

1.30  p.m. 
2.0  p.m. 


9.0 

a.m, 

9-3° 

a.m, 

11.30 

a.m, 

2.30 

p.m 

3-o 

p.m 

9.0 

a.m. 

9-30 

a.m. 

10. 0 

a.m. 

12.0 

noon 

3-o 

p.m. 

9-30 

a.m. 

9-30 

a.m. 

9-30 

a.m. 

12.0 

noon 

1.30 

p.m. 

9-30 

a.m. 

9-30 

a.m. 

2.0  p.m. 


2.0  p.m. 


9.0  a.m. 


MONDAY 

E.N.T.  (K.E.C.) 

Traumatic  Clinic 
E.N.T.  Clinic 
Ophthalmic  Clinic 
Fracture  Clinic 


Mr.  T.  Gill 
Surgical  Registrar 
Mr.  T.  Gill 
Dr.  McDonnell 
Mr.  V.  M.  Franklin 
(By  appointment) 


TUESDAY 

Dental  Clinic 
Ophthalmic  Clinic 
Surgical  Clinic 
Ante-natal  Clinic  ) 

Gynaecological  Clinic  ) 


Mr.  F.  T.  Wilkinson 
Mr.  G.  If.  Simmons 
Mr.  M.  Landau 
Mr.  F.  S.  Horrocks 
Mr.  A.  M.  Hunter 


Chest  Clinic 
Surgical  Clinic 

Fracture  Clinic 

Physio-therapy 

Psychiatric 


WEDNESDAY 

Dr.  H.  C.  Calvey 
Mr.  B.  E.  C.  Stanley 
(By  appointment) 

Mr.  V.  M.  Franklin 

(By  appointment)  (Registrar) 
Mr.  V.  M.  Franklin 

(By  appointment)  (Registrar) 
Dr.  S.  W.  Hardwick 
(By  appointment  with  Almoner) 


THURSDAY 
Orthopaedic  Clinic 

Chest  (Refills) 

Ophthalmic  Clinic 
Physio-therapy 
Ophthalmic  (K.E.C.) 

FRIDAY 

Dental  Clinic 
Fracture  Clinic 

Surgical  Clinic 

Psychiatric 


Mr.  V.  M.  Franklin 
(By  appointment) 

Dr.  H.  C.  Calvey 

Mr.  W.  E.  Heath 

Mr.  V.  M.  Franklin  (Registrar) 

Mr.  G.  L-  Simmons 


Mr.  F.  T.  Wilkinson 
Mr.  V.  M.  Franklin 

(By  appointment)  (Registrar) 
Mr.  Sol.  M.  Cohen 
(By  appointment) 

Dr.  J.  J.  Pearse 

(By  appointment  with  Almoner) 


SATURDAY 

Medical  (By  Appointment) 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 


Notification  of  Births. 

Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  notifications  of  births  are  sent 
direct  to  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

The  number  of  live  and  still  births  occurring  in  Gravesend  during  the  year  was 
838.  After  correction  for  those  whose  usual  residence  is  elsewhere  (i.e.,  114  trans- 
ferred “ In  ” and  187  transferred  “ Out  ”)  the  number  properly  belonging  to  the 
Borough  was  765  compared  with  841  in  the  previous  year  (751  live  births  and 
14  still  births). 

Of  the  651  live  and  still  births  occurring  in  Gravesend,  302  were  born  in  institu- 
tions ; this  represents  46%.  In  addition  177  non-residents  were  confined  in  Gravesend 
institutions. 

Of  the  302  infants  born  in  institutions,  216  were  born  in  Hospital  and  86  in 
Nursing  Homes. 


Area  Distribution  of  Births. 

Gravesend  153 

Milton  178 

Denton  153 

King’s  Farm  167 


651 


Health  Visitors. 


These  officers  are  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  giving  advice  as  to  the  care  of 
young  children,  persons  suffering  from  illness  and  expectant  and  nursing  mothers 
and  as  to  the  measures  necessary  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection. 

The  Health  Visitors  also  undertake  duties  in  connection  with  the  School  Health 
Service. 

The  following  four  Health  Visitors  are  employed  in  the  Gravesend  area  and 
can  be  contacted  at  their  respective  welfare  centres  : — 


Miss  M.  Thomas,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 
Mrs.  E.  Curling,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 
Miss  M.  Carter,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 
Miss  M.  White,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 


Windmill  Street  Welfare  Centre. 
Windmill  Street  Welfare  Centre. 
“ The  Nest,”  Denton. 

Whitehill  Welfare  Centre. 


Premature  Infants. 

Premature  infants  nursed  at  home  are  visited  regularly  by  the  Midwives  and 
Health  Visitors. 

The  following  special  equipment  is  available  for  loan  at  the  welfare  centres  : — 

Draught-proof  cot  with  detachable  lining,  suitable  warm  clothing,  hot  water 
bottles,  special  feeding  bottles,  thermometer,  mucus  catheter,  baby  scales,  etc. 

Child  Life  Protection. 

All  arrangements  are  now  under  the  control  of  the  Kent  County  Council. 
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Day  Nurseries. 

The  two  Day  Nurseries,  “ Daneholme  ” and  “ Glendillon,”  were  administered 
by  the  Gravesend  Borough  Council  and  transferred  to  the  Kent  County  Council 
on  the  5th  July,  1948. 

These  Nurseries  provide  accommodation  for  the  daily  care  of  children  under 
five  years  of  age.  There  are  two  groups  of  parents  to  determine  whether  a child 
is  to  be  admitted  to  a Nursery,  one  being  a priority  and  the  other  a non-priority 
group. 

The  priority  group  includes  families  where  the  mother  is  unmarried,  widowed, 
separated,  having  to  work  because  of  a dependent  husband,  or,  by  reason  of  illness 
or  confinement,  is  unable  to  look  after  her  family. 

The  non-priority  group  includes  families  where  both  parents  are  employed 
but  the  mother  is  engaged  upon  an  occupation,  such  as  teaching,  where  there  is  a 
shortage  of  workers,  or  supplementing  the  family  income  because  of  a low  wage 
earning  capacity  on  the  part  of  the  father,  or  working  to  augment  the  family  income 
to  meet  high  rent  or  some  other  economic  difficulty. 

The  non-priority  group  also  includes  children  of  parents  who,  because  they 
live  in  lodgings  or  other  unsuitable  housing  conditions,  are  unable  to  provide  a proper 
environment  in  which  to  bring  up  children. 

Applications  for  admission  are  made  to  the  Matron  of  the  Nurseries. 


Home  and  Domestic  Help  Scheme. 

This  service  is  administered  by  the  Kent  County  Council  and  provides  domestic 
help  for  households  where  such  help  is  required  owing  to  the  presence  of  any  person 
who  is  ill,  lying  in,  an  expectant  mother,  mentally  defective,  aged,  or  a child  not 
over  compulsory  school  age.  Householders  are  required  to  contribute  towards  the 
cost  in  accordance  with  their  means. 

Applications  for  help  are  made  to  the  Domestic  Help  Organiser,  District  Office, 
Arthur  Street. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres. 

The  three  Welfare  Centres  in  the  Borough  are  Windmill  Street  (Central), 
Whitehill  (King’s  Farm  Estate),  and  “ The  Nest  ” (Denton  and  Chalk  district). 
The  services  were  transferred  to  the  County  Council  on  5th  July,  1948.  The  sessions 


are  as  follows 

Windmill  Street 

Whitehill 

" The  Nest  ’’ 

Afternoon. 

Morning. 

A f ter  noon. 

Monday 

Child  Welfare  ; Health 

Ante-Natal 

Ante-Natal 

Visitors  Consultations; 

Clinic. 

Clinic. 

Tuesday 

Baby  weighing ; Sale 
of  Foods,  etc. 

Afternoon 

Child  Welfare  Clinic 

Wednesday 

with  Medical  Officer 
in  attendance. 

A fternoon 

Child  Welfare  Clinic 
with  Medical  Officer 

in  attendance.  Sale  of 
Foods,  etc. 
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A fternoon  Afternoon 

Thursday  Ante-Natal  Clinic  Child  Welfare  Clinic 

with  Medical  Officer  — 

in  attendance.  Sale 
of  Foods,  etc. 

Afternoon 

Friday  Child  Welfare  Clinic 

with  Medical  Officer  in 
attendance  ; Health 

Visitors  Consultations;  — — 

Baby  weighing ; Sale 
of  Foods,  etc. 

Attendances  at  Child  Welfare  Centres. 

The  attendances  at  the  three  Welfare  Centres  during  the  year  were  : — 

(a)  Individual  children  under  i year  of  age  ...  ...  581 

(b)  Individual  children  between  1 and  5 years  ...  ...  1,596 

(c)  Total  number  of  attendances  of  all  children  under  5 I7>354 

For  the  year  1948  the  figures  were  : — 

(a)  943  (b)  853  (c)  18,752 

Ladies’  Voluntary  Committee. 

Since  the  National  Health  Service  Act  came  into  operation  it  has  been  realised 
that  the  need  for  voluntary  effort  is  as  great  as  ever  before.  In  this  connection 
reference  must  be  made  to  the  excellent  work  which  has  been  and  still  is  being  done 

by  the  Ladies'  Voluntary  Committee.  They  are  continuing  to  assist  at  the  three 

Welfare  Centres  in  the  town  which  are  under  the  control  of  the  Kent  County 
Council.  The  Ladies  make  a valuable  contribution  to  the  success  of  the  centres, 
and  their  work  is  greatly  appreciated  by  the  staff  and  mothers  alike. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics. 

The  Ante-Natal  clinic  is  held  every  week  at  each  of  the  three  centres  in  the 
town,  and  a lady  doctor  is  in  attendance  at  each  session. 

In  all  388  expectant  mothers  attended  the  clinics.  The  total  attendances 
were  1,246  as  against  1,027  in  previous  year. 

Gynaecological  Clinic. 

This  clinic,  which  is  conducted  by  Dr.  L.  Hemmant,  has  been  functioning 
for  a number  of  years.  It  provides  advice  to  married  women  suffering  from 
gynaecological  conditions,  or  from  any  form  of  sickness  likely  to  render  pregnancy 
detrimental  to  health. 

The  clinic  is  held  at  Windmill  Street  on  the  second  and  fourth  Saturdays  in 
each  month. 

Dental  Treatment. 

The  Kent  County  Council  are  responsible  for  all  dental  treatment  of  expectant 
and  nursing  mothers,  children  under  five  years  and  school  children.  The  Dental 
Clinic  is  situated  in  Manor  Road. 
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Ophthalmic  Treatment. 

Arrangements  for  ophthalmic  treatment  are  now  under  the  control  of  the  Kent 
County  Council.  The  Ophthalmic  Clinic  is  held  at  the  Gravesend  and  North  Kent 
Hospital. 


Orthopaedic  Treatment. 

Arrangements  for  orthopaedic  treatment  are  now  under  the  control  of  the 
Kent  County  Council. 


Minor  Ailment  Clinics — School  Children. 

These  clinics  were  taken  over  by  the  Kent  County  Council  under  the  Education 
Act,  1944.  They  are  held  at  the  following  times  : — 

Windmill  Street  Monday,  Wednesday,  Thursday 

and  Friday  9 a.m.  to  10  a.m. 

“ The  Nest  ” Tuesday  and  Friday  9 a.m.  to  10  a.m. 

Whitehill,  King’s  Farm  Tuesday  9 a.m.  to  10  a.m. 


Domiciliary  Midwifery  Service. 

The  Kent  County  Council  are  the  Local  Supervising  Authorities  under  the 
Midwives  Acts,  1902  to  1936.  The  following  midwives  are  employed  in  the  Gravesend 
Area  : — 


1.  Miss  L.  M.  Larner 

2.  Miss  L.  M.  Mills 

3.  Miss  M.  Nash 

4.  Mrs.  R.  Peacock, 

5.  Miss  M.  B.  Pickering 

6.  Mrs.  K.  M.  Poison, 


1 19,  Whitehill  Lane,  Gravesend. 

7,  Ferndale  Road,  Gravesend. 
119A,  Rochester  Road,  Gravesend. 
13,  Joy  Road,  Gravesend. 

1,  Forge  Lane,  Chalk. 

15,  Taunton  Vale,  Gravesend. 


Abnormal  Maternity  Patients. 

All  arrangements  for  hospital  accommodation  for  abnormal  maternity  patients 
are  now  made  by  the  Kent  County  Council. 


Maternal  Deaths. 

Two  deaths  occurred  from  abnormalities  in  childbirth.  Both  births  took  place 
in  Hospital.  The  deaths  were  certified  as  follows  : — 

1.  Post  Partum  eclampsia. 

2.  (a)  Air  embolism  following  an  obstetric  operation. 

(b)  Multilobular  cirrhosis  of  the  liver. 
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Registration  and  Supervision  of  Nursing  Homes. 

Nursing  Homes  are  governed  by  Section  187-195  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 
The  main  object  of  the  provisions  is  to  prevent,  among  other  things,  the  owners 
of  nursing  homes,  which  are  run  for  profit,  from  endangering  the  health  and  safety 
of  patients  by  the  use  of  unsuitable  premises,  inadequate  equipment  and  unqualified 
staff. 

There  are  two  nursing  homes  in  the  Borough.  Twelve  inspections  were  made. 

1.  Maternity  Home — 14  beds. 

2.  Home  for  Medical  Cases,  chiefly  old  people — 10  beds. 

Arrangements  made  for  the  Discovery  of  Unregistered  Homes. 

1.  The  Birth  Notifications  were  examined  to  check  the  addresses  at  which 
the  births  occurred. 

2.  Health  Visitors  and  the  staff  are  instructed  to  look  out  for  unregistered 
homes. 

3.  Local  newspapers  are  perused  for  advertisements  of  unregistered  homes. 

Moral  Welfare — Care  of  Unmarried  Mother  and  Her  Child. 

This  important  work  is  now  under  the  administration  of  the  Kent  County 
Council.  Kendall  House,  Pelham  Road,  which  was  opened  by  the  Rochester  Diocesan 
Association  for  Moral  Welfare  in  1946  is  under  the  charge  of  an  experienced  Church 
Army  Sister  who  is  in  close  touch  with  the  needs  of  the  district. 

In  the  past,  substantial  financial  grants  have  been  made  by  the  Gravesend 
Corporation  to  the  Gravesend  Branch  of  the  Rochester  Diocesan  Association  for 
Moral  Welfare  and  they  continue  to  keep  in  touch  with  this  valuable  work. 

Welfare  of  Old  People. 

A voluntary  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee  has  been  formed  recently.  It  is 
affiliated  to  the  Kent  County  Council  of  Social  Service  and  is  doing  excellent  work. 
Its  object  is  to  promote  and  assist  the  general  good  of  all  old  people  in  the  Borough. 
With  the  able  assistance  of  the  W.V.S.,  a Darby  and  Joan  Club  was  opened  on 
Friday,  9th  September,  1949.  This  Club  is  held  every  Friday  afternoon  at  St.  Faith’s 
Hall  and  has  a tremendous  effect  on  the  health  and  happiness  of  the  old  people  of 
the  town.  The  membership  now  stands  at  over  240. 

Some  of  the  activities  of  the  Darby  and  Joan  Club  include  an  Exhibition  of 
Members’  work  and  an  outing  to  Brighton. 

Members  of  the  Committee  have  paid  regular  visits  to  old  folks  at  St.  James’ 
Hospital  and  the  W.V.S.  have  helped  by  means  of  a Mobile  Shop.  Members  have 
also  visited  several  homes  where  help  was  needed. 

Housing  Accommodation  for  Old  People. 

During  1949  the  Corporation  have  provided  twenty-four  flats  for  old  people 
(married  couples)  in  Christianfields  Avenue  and  it  is  anticipated  that  a further 
hundred  will  be  built  on  the  Parrock  Farm  Estate  during  1950. 

Borough  Maternity  Home. 

In  my  reports  for  1947  and  1948  I have  referred  to  the  disappointment  which 
had  been  felt  that  the  scheme  for  the  conversion  of  the  Borough  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital  for  the  purpose  of  a modern  Maternity  Home  had  not  been  implemented. 


12 


The  Borough  Council  have  taken  great  pains  over  a number  of  years  in  working 
out  details  for  planning,  equipment  and  staffing  arrangements,  and  they  have  put 
in  hand  a considerable  amount  of  work  in  the  adaptation  of  the  buildings. 

The  premises  in  process  of  conversion  were  handed  over  to  the  South  Hast 
Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital  Board  on  the  5th  July,  1948,  and  this  body  are  now 
responsible.  But  the  Council  have  continued  to  press  forward  for  the  completion 
of  the  scheme.  The  present  position  is  as  follows  : — 

At  a meeting  held  at  the  Town  Hall,  Gravesend,  on  the  17th  June,  1949,  between 
representatives  of  the  South  East  Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital  Board,  the 
Gravesend  Borough  Council  and  the  Medway  and  Gravesend  Hospital  Management 
Committee,  the  representatives  of  the  Borough  Council  placed  before  the  meeting 
their  views  upon  the  urgent  necessity  for  opening  the  premises  at  Whitehill  Lane 
as  a Maternity  Home  at  the  earliest  possible  date.  The  need  for  this  Maternity 
Home  in  the  Borough  was  strongly  emphasized  and  it  was  stated  that  the  Council 
would  deprecate  any  suggestion  that  the  premises  should  be  used  for  any  alternative 
purpose  or  that  any  undue  delay  should  occur  in  opening  the  premises  as  a Maternity 
Home.  The  Council’s  representatives  stated  that  the  burgesses  of  the  Borough 
quite  rightly  expected  the  early  opening  of  the  Maternity  Home  and  would  be  more 
than  disappointed  if  the  plan  did  not  materialise. 

The  representatives  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  stated  that  the  proposal 
to  open  the  premises  in  part  as  a Maternity  Home  had  never  been  abandoned  and 
that  the  delay  in  proceeding  with  the  scheme  was  due  in  the  first  instance  to  the 
necessity  for  planning  the  accommodation  needed  in  their  area  as  a whole,  and  lately 
to  the  financial  stringency.  They  stated  that  they  hoped  to  be  able  to  proceed  in 
the  near  future  with  the  opening  of  one  part  of  the  premises  which  would  provide 
14  beds  for  the  use  of  maternity  cases.  This,  of  course,  was  dependent  on  the 
completion  of  the  administrative  block  to  which  much  had  to  be  done.  The 
representatives  of  the  Board  stated  that  no  decision  had  yet  been  reached  upon  the 
use  to  which  the  other  part  of  the  premises  would  be  put,  but  that  if  it  was  im- 
practicable to  use  this  part  for  maternity  cases  consideration  would  be  given  to  using 
it  for  hospital  cases  during  the  post-operative  period. 


Kent  County  Council’s  arrangements  for  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health. 

The  Borough  Council  have  recently  considered  the  proposed  arrangements  of 
the  County  Council  under  Section  111  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1933,  for  securing 
whether  by  means  of  a combination  of  districts  or  otherwise  that  every  medical 
officer  of  health  subsequently  appointed  for  a county  district  shall  be  restricted  by 
the  terms  of  his  appointment  from  engaging  in  private  practice  as  a medical 
practitioner. 

These  arrangements  provide  that  Gravesend  should  combine  with  Northfleet 
and  Swanscombe  Urban  District  Councils  and  the  Strood  Rural  District  Council 
for  the  purpose  of  appointing  any  future  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  that  such 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  should  not  carry  out  any  duties  for  the  County  Council. 

The  Corporation  have  approved  these  arrangements  in  principle  provided  that 
the  County  Council  would  agree  to  set  up  an  Area  Sub-Committee  of  the  County 
Health  Committee  for  the  areas  of  these  authorities  and  that  such  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  be  also  appointed  Area  Medical  Officer  of  the  County  Council. 
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Borough  Boundaries — Local  Government  (Boundary  Commission  Act,  1945). 

The  Assistant  Commissioner  visited  Gravesend  for  consultation  on  5th  April, 
1949.  The  case  of  the  Corporation  was  put  before  him.  The  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  together  with  the  other  Chief  Officers  gave  evidence  and  the  Commissioner 
made  certain  inspections  and  collected  data  for  future  policy. 

The  Local  Government  Boundary  Commission  Act,  1945  has,  however,  been 
repealed  ; this  has  meant  winding  up  the  Commission.  We  may  hope  that  the 
reform  so  urgently  needed  will  not  be  long  delayed. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION,  HOUSING  AND  FOOD. 


Mr.  J.  E.  Baker,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  has  supplied  the  statistics  relating 
to  Sanitary  Inspection,  Housing  and  Food  Inspection. 


SECTION  “C.” 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Public  Drinking  Supplies. 

Two  public  water  companies  supply  water  to  the  Borough. 

The  water  has  been  satisfactory. 

(a)  in  quantity.  (b)  in  quality. 

The  water  in  both  supplies  is  hard  and  there  is  no  evidence  of  plumbo-solvent 
action. 

Twelve  dwelling  houses  are  supplied  from  public  mains  by  means  of  stand 
pipes.  The  remainder  of  the  Borough  is  supplied  direct  to  houses.  The  twelve 
houses  in  question  are  scheduled  for  demolition  procedure  when  the  housing  situation 
permits. 


Bacteriological  Examination. 

Thirty  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  as 
follows  : — 


No.  of 

Samples. 

Satisfactory . Unsatisfactory. 

Gravesend  & Milton  Water  Co’s  supply 

16 

16  — 

Higham  & Hundred  of  Hoo  Co’s  supply 

14 

14  — 

30 

30  — 

Included  in  the  foregoing  are  six  samples  from  the  following  sources  : — 

(a)  Gravesend  & Milton  Water  Co’s  Supply. 

1.  Untreated  water  from  Istead  Rise  well. 

2.  Treated  water  from  outgoing  main. 

3.  Untreated  water  from  Leith  Park  Road  well. 

4.  Treated  water  from  reservoir  outlet,  Leith  Park  Road. 

(b)  Higham  & Hundred  of  Hoo  Co’s  Supply. 

5.  Untreated  water  from  well  at  Cuxton. 

6.  Treated  water  from  Meter  House  at  Cuxton. 


Chemical  Analysis. 


Samples  taken  for  chemical  analysis  were  as  follows  : — 

No.  of 

samples.  Satisfactory . Unsatisfactory. 


Gravesend  & Milton  Water  Co’s  supply 

(2  treated  and  2 untreated)  ...  4 4 

Higham  & Hundred  of  Hoo  Co’s  supply 

(1  treated  and  1 untreated)  ...  2 2 


6 6 


The  following  are  typical  examples  of  reports  on  each  of  the  Gravesend  Company’s 
and  the  Higham  & Hundred  of  Hoo  Company’s  supplies  : — 


Gravesend  and 

Higham  and  Hundred 

Milton  Water 

of  Hoo  Water  Co’s 

Description  of  Sample. 

Co’s  Supply. 

Supply. 

Appearance 

Clear 

Clear 

Smell 

Normal 

Normal 

Colour 

Green-blue 

Green-blue 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

1. 12 

1. 19 

Phosphoric  Acid  in  Phosphates 

None 

None 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates 

0.33 

0.38 

Ammonia 

None 

0.0007 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.0018 

0.0028 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  15  minutes 

Trace  only 

Trace  only 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hours  . . . 

0.006 

0.006 

Hardness  before  boiling  (total) 

19.3 

18. 1 

Hardness  after  boiling  (permanent) 

2.4 

2.7 

Total  solid  matter  ... 

25.98 

23.10 

Microscopical  examination  of  deposit 

(slight  and 

(slight  and 

Metallic  impregnation — 

unimportant) 

unimportant) 

(copper,  lead,  zinc) 

None 

None 

Remarks  : The  above  results  are 

satisfactory  throughout 

and  indicate  waters 

organically  pure  and  free  from  sewage  percolation. 
The  microscopical  examination  is  also  satisfactory. 


Corporation  Bathing  Pool. 

The  Open-air  Bathing  Pool  opened  in  1938,  has  accommodation  for  800  bathers. 

The  main  pool  is  150  feet  long  by  75  feet  wide  and  has  two  shallow  areas  and  a 
diving  pit.  The  diving  apparatus  includes  the  following  diving  boards  : — 1 metre 
fixed  ; 1 metre  spring  ; 3 metre  fixed  ; 3 metre  spring  ; and  a 5 metre  fixed  and  a chute. 

The  400,000  gallons  of  water  in  the  pools  are  filtered,  aerated,  sterilised  and 
heated. 

Wide  surrounds  and  large  areas  are  provided  for  sun-bathing,  whilst  a spectator’s 
terrace  surrounds  the  site. 
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On  the  first  floor  of  the  building  a Cafe  and  Spectators>  Gallery  is  provided, 
affording  a splendid  view  of  the  whole  site. 

There  is  also  a Children’s  Paddling  Pool,  50  feet  by  50  feet,  with  its  own  surround, 
separated  from  the  main  pool  by  a terrace. 

During  the  1949  season  the  following  persons  used  the  Pools  : — 


Bathers  and  ySpectators  ... 

88,815 

Schools 

16,717 

Season  Pass 

5.149 

Clubs  ... 

4,171 

H.M.  Forces  ... 

397 

115.249 

Bacteriological  Examination  of  Water. 

Thirty  examinations  were  made.  See  tabulated  summary  on  pages  45 
and  4&. 


Hygienic  Arrangements. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  continued  to  keep  the  hygienic  arrangements 
at  the  Pool  under  supervision.  " Breakpoint  Chlorination,”  which  was  put  into 
operation  at  midnight  on  17th  August,  1948  appears  to  be  working  efficiently  and 
water  samples  taken  during  the  1949  season  have  proved  satisfactory. 

The  Children’s  Paddling  Pool  was  not  used  during  the  year. 


Slipper  Baths. 

The  Slipper  Baths  at  the  Corporation  Bathing  Pool  were  opened  to  the  public 
on  the  31st  January,  1949. 

There  are  separate  sections  for  males  and  females  and  originally  five  baths  were 
allocated  to  each.  It  was,  however,  evident  that  a greater  number  of  males  were 
taking  advantage  of  this  service  and  in  June  1949  a partition  was  erected  in  order 
to  increase  the  number  of  baths  available  for  this  sex.  The  new  allocation  is  Males — 
7 baths  ; Females — 3 baths. 

This  service  is  working  very  satisfactorily  and  is  much  appreciated  by  the 
residents  of  the  town.  The  attendances  for  the  year  1949  are  as  follows  : — 

Males  10,893 

Females  3,688 


14,581 
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ADMINISTRATION  OF  FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 


The  Council  has  the  duty  to  enforce  certain  provisions  of  Parts  I,  IV  and  VIII 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

Administrative  arrangements  include  the  following  : — 

Part  I — Health  (General  Provisions). 

(1)  Registration  of  all  factories. 

(2)  Inspection  of  sanitary  conveniences  in  all  factories. 

(3)  Inspection  with  regard  to  cleanliness,  overcrowding,  temperature,  ventilation 
and  drainage  of  floors  in  all  factories  in  which  mechanical  power  is  not  used. 

Part  IV — Basement  Bakehouses. 

(1)  The  quinquennial  examination  of  basement  bakehouses  and  the  renewal 
or  cancellation  of  Certificates  of  Suitability. 

Part  VIII — Homework. 

(1)  Examination  of  lists,  supplied  to  the  Council  by  employers  of  outworkers 
in  certain  specified  trades. 

(2)  Notification  of  name  and  place  of  employment  of  any  home  worker 
employed  outside  the  Borough  to  the  Council  in  whose  district  his  employ- 
ment is  situated. 

(3)  Inspection  of  premises  in  which  the  outworker  pursues  his  occupation. 

Three  hundred  and  seventy-nine  inspections  of  factories  were  made  during  the 
year  1949,  and  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  so  far  as  they  affect  Focal  Authorities,  have 
been  enforced.  The  following  table  shows  the  work  carried  out : — 


No.  on 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Notices 

Register. 

Inspections. 

Notices 
for  defects. 

Complied 

with. 

Factories  with  Mechanical 

Power 

135 

196 

24 

32 

Factories  without  Mechanical 

Power 

68 

120 

8 

13 

Basement  Bakehouses 

6 

63 

10 

10 

209 

379 

42 

55 

1.  Total  number  of  outworkers  notified  to  Gravesend  Council  1949  (under 

1 (c)  of  Sect,  no  Factories  Act,  1937)  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

2.  Total  number  of  outworkers  notified  by  Gravesend  Council  to  other 

Councils  (under  2 of  Sect,  no  Factories  Act,  1937)  ...  ...  ...  3 

3.  Total  number  of  outworkers  notified  to  Gravesend  by  other  Councils  ...  5 

4.  Total  number  of  outworkers  employed  in  Gravesend  .. . ...  ...  11 

5.  Total  number  of  inspections  of  work  places  (under  in  (1)  Factories  Act, 

J937)  ••*  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  I 2 3 4 5 64 

6.  Fist  of  scheduled  occupations  followed  by  outworkers  employed  in 

premises  in  Gravesend  : — 

Wearing  apparel,  making  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 
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BASEMENT  BAKEHOUSES 


Under  Sub-Section  (2)  of  Section  54  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  it  is  the  duty  of 
district  councils  to  carry  out,  in  every  fifth  succeeding  year  after  the  commencement 
of  the  Act  (1st  July,  1938),  an  examination  of  every  basement  bakehouse  in  respect 
of  which  a Certificate  of  Suitability  has  been  issued.  If,  as  a result  of  the  examination, 
the  Council  are  not  satisfied  that  the  bakehouse  is  suitable  for  use  as  such,  as  regards 
construction,  height,  light,  ventilation  and  any  hygienic  respect,  they  must  give 
notice  in  writing  that  the  certificate  shall  cease  to  have  effect  after  the  expiration 
of  such  period,  being  not  less  than  one  month,  as  may  be  specified  in  the  notice, 
and  the  basement  bakehouse  must  not  be  used  as  a bakehouse  after  the  expiration 
of  that  period. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  the  Council  are  satisfied  that  the  bakehouse  is  suitable 
as  regards  the  matters  aforesaid,  they  must  give  notice  in  writing  that  the  Certificate 
shall  continue  to  operate  so  long  as  the  bakehouse  may  otherwise  lawfully  be  used, 
but  without  prejudice  to  the  power  of  the  Council  to  revoke  the  certificate  as  the 
result  of  a subsequent  examination  under  this  Sub-Section. 

A Sub-Committee  was  appointed  to  view  and  report  on  the  existing  basement 
bakehouses,  six  in  number.  After  considering  the  Sub-Committee’s  reports,  the 
Council  decided  that  the  Certificates  of  Suitability  should  continue  to  operate  with 
regard  to  five  of  the  bakehouses.  I11  the  remaining  case  the  Council  gave  notice 
that  the  Certificate  of  Suitability  should  cease  to  have  effect  after  the  expiration  of 
twelve  months  from  the  service  of  the  notice. 


SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  REVISITS. 

Dwelling  houses  inspected 

Re-inspections 

Visits  to  other  premises  : — 

Bakehouses 
Butchers’  shops 
Confectioners 
Cooked  Meat  shops 
Cowsheds 

Dairies  and  milkshops  ... 

Dining  rooms  and  cafes 
Factories  (with  power)  ... 

Factories  (without  power) 

Fishmongers 
Fish  frying 
Greengrocers 
Ice  cream  premises 
Infectious  diseases 
Markets 
Meat  Depots 
Outworkers 

Places  of  entertainment  ... 

Provision  shops 
Public  Conveniences 
Public  House  Conveniences 


1,840 

4.938 

104 
11 7 

69 

12 

5 

61 

150 

196 

120 

160 

43 

312 

169 

459 

42 

93 

14 

2 

39° 

46 

81 
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Rodent  Control 
Schools 

Shops  (Shops  Act  provisions) 
Slaughterhouses 
Smoke  observations 
Stables 

Tents,  vans,  sheds 
Miscellaneous 


...  6,392 
46 

...  372 

26 

3 

15 

33 

•••  3,037 


Total  visits  of  all  kinds 


•••  19,347 


NOTICES  SERVED  AND  COMPLIED  WITH. 

In  respect  of  dwelling  houses  : — 

Informal  notices 
Statutory  notices 
Notices  complied  with  ... 

In  respect  of  other  premises  : — 

Informal  notices 
Notices  complied  with  ... 

NUISANCES  AND  DEFECTS  REMEDIED. 


1,059 

84 

1,064 

J54 

191 


Accumulations  removed 
Animals  kept  as  to  be  a nuisance 
Ashpits  abolished 
Dustbins  provided  ... 

Cesspools — new  constructed  ... 

covers  provided  ... 
disused  and  filled  in 
Chimney  stacks — repaired 

new  pots  provided  ... 

Coppers  repaired 

Dampness — damp-proof  courses  provided 

damp  wallplaster  removed  and  re-instated  ... 

external  walls  repaired 

external  walls  repointed  ... 

external  walls  rendered  ... 

guttering  repaired  or  renewed 

hopper  heads  provided 

roofs  repaired 

rainwater  pipes  renewed  or  repaired 
sub-floor  ventilation  provided 
Doors  and  door  sills  repaired  or  renewed 
Dirty  houses  cleansed  by  tenants 
Disinfestation  of  premises — 

For  vermin 

For  other  insect  pests  


33 

11 

1 

478 

1 

1 

16 

21 

7 

16 

2 

•••  235 

43 

7 1 

40 

89 

7 

222 

72 

. . . 24 

78 
19 

25 

4 
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Drainage — drains  repaired 

drains  wholly  relaid 
Drains  partly  relaid 
drains  unstopped  ... 

inspection  chambers  provided  or  repaired 
inspection  chamber  covers  provided 

soil  and  ventilation  pipes,  new  provided 

soil  and  ventilation  pipes,  repaired 

soil  and  ventilation  pipes,  removed... 

gullies  and/or  grids  provided 
gully  curbs  or  channels  repaired  or  provided  ... 
Fireplaces  renewed  or  repaired 
Floors  repaired  or  relaid 
Hearths  repaired 

Lavatory  basins  repaired  or  renewed  ... 

Light  and  ventilation  provided  or  improved  ... 
Outhouses  demolished 
Paving  relaid  or  repaired 
Rooms,  passages  and  staircases — 

— ceilings  repaired  and/or  cleansed  and  whitened  ... 
— walls  repaired  and/or  papered  or  distempered  ... 
Sinks — new  provided 

Sink  or  bath  waste  pipes  renewed  or  repaired... 
Soakaways  cleared 
,,  provided... 

Stoves  renewed  or  repaired  ... 

Staircases  repaired,  including  treads,  rails  and  balusters 
Stone  steps  and  thresholds  repaired  or  renewed 
Smoke  nuisances  abated 
Water  supply — internal  supply  provided 

water  pipes,  etc.,  repaired 
cisterns  removed 
Water  closets — new  constructed 

demolished  and  rebuilt ... 
repaired  and/or  cleansed 
new  pans  provided 
pans  cleansed 
unstopped 

flushing  cisterns  provided 
flushing  cisterns  repaired 
seats  renewed  or  repaired 
Windows — renewed  or  repaired 
sashcords  provided 
sills  renewed  or  repaired  ... 
sash  weights  provided  or  adjusted. 

Other  matters 


14 

6 

21 

...  56 

17 

...  4 

3 

8 

7 

22 
32 
31 

113 

2 

10 

10 

1 

51 

380 

•••  544 

10 

. . . 42 

5 

• • • ^ 

34 

...  76 

11 
16 

9 

.. . 49 

1 

13 

...  6 

74 

43 

22 

5 

10 

71 

48 

166 

261 

62 

19 

90 
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LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS. 


Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  93. 

Proceedings  were  instituted  in  four  cases  under  the  above  Act,  for  failure  to 
comply  with  Abatement  Notices,  with  the  following  results  : — 

1.  Summons  withdrawn  as  work  was  carried  out.  ios.  6d.  costs  and  4s.  od. 
Court  fees  to  be  paid  by  the  defendant. 

2.  Order  made  for  execution  of  work  within  42  days. 

3.  Order  made  for  execution  of  work  within  42  days.  The  defendant  in  cases 
2 and  3 was  also  ordered  to  pay  £3  3s.  od.  costs  and  8s.  od.  Court  fees. 

4.  Order  made  for  execution  of  work  within  42  days.  £4  4s.  od.  costs  and 
7s.  od.  Court  fees  to  be  paid  by  the  defendant. 


ERADICATION  OF  VERMIN. 

The  work  of  disinfestation  of  Council  houses  is  carried  out  by  the  Local  Authority, 
infested  rooms  being  sprayed  with  an  insecticide. 

Premises  belonging  to  private  owners  are  also  disinfested  on  request,  and  the 
cost  of  the  work  is  charged  to  the  owners  concerned. 

Particulars  of  action  taken  during  1949  : — 


Number  of  houses  found  to  be  infested 
Number  of  houses  disinfested 


Council 

houses. 

15 

15 


Other 

houses. 

10 

10 


T otal. 
25 
25 


In  addition,  disinfestation  was  carried  out  at  a number  of  premises  for  eradication 
of  moths,  cockroaches  and  wasps. 

SHOPS  ACTS,  1912-1934. 

Shops  have  been  kept  under  observation  during  the  year.  372  inspections  were 
made  and  two  notices  for  the  improvement  of  welfare  provisions  were  complied  with. 


DRAIN  TESTING. 


Drains  at  25  premises  were  tested  during  the  year,  with  the  following  results  : — 


New  drains 
Old  drains 


No.  of  Found  to 
tests  made  be  sound. 

37  34 

2 2 


Found  to  be 
defective. 

3 

o 


39 


3 


The  drains  found  to  be  defective  were  relaid. 
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CESSPOOL  AND  PAIL  SYSTEM. 


There  are  still  approximately  650  premises  in  the  Eastern  and  Southern  parts 
of  the  Borough  where  the  drainage  discharges  into  cesspools. 

The  Health  Department  is  responsible  for  this  work  but  the  actual  emptying 
of  cesspools  is  carried  out  on  behalf  of  the  Department  by  the  Borough  Engineer’s 
Department,  combined  road  gully  and  cesspool  emptying  machines  being  used 
for  the  purpose. 

During  the  year  8,118  tons  of  sewage  were  removed,  requiring  721  emptyings, 
compared  with  9,314  tons  requiring  809  emptyings  the  previous  year. 

Approximately  20  pails  are  in  use  in  the  Borough,  of  these,  7 are  emptied  twice 
weekly  by  the  Public  Health  Department  and  the  remainder  are  dealt  with  by 
the  owners  or  occupiers. 

HOUSE  AND  TRADE  REFUSE  REMOVAL  AND  DISPOSAL. 

(a)  Collection. 

Eight  Shelvoke  & Drewry  freighters  including  one  spare  machine  are  used 
for  this  service. 

One  of  these  vehicles  with  driver  and  one  loader  is  also  employed  on  the  collection 
of  trade  refuse  from  large  establishments,  collections  being  made  more  frequently 
than  in  the  case  of  ordinary  domestic  refuse,  which  is  collected  weekly. 

Refuse  collected  during  the  year  amounted  to  11,376  tons,  compared  with  10,798 
tons  the  previous  year,  these  amounts  being  ascertained  by  test  weighing. 

The  amount  of  refuse  collected  is  steadily  increasing  year  by  year,  as  will  be 
seen  by  the  following  figures  for  the  past  five  years  : — 


1945  8,681  tons 

1946  8,946  „ 

1947  10,088  „ 

1948  10,798  „ 

1949  h,376  „ 

(b)  Disposal. 


All  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  means  of  controlled  tipping  on  land  at  Denton  marshes. 
This  land,  approximately  44  acres  in  extent,  has  been  used  for  tipping  since  January, 
1944,  and  it  is  estimated  that  it  will  be  possible  to  tip  on  the  site  for  a further  nine 
years. 

SALVAGE. 

Two  Shelvoke  & Drewry  freighters  are  employed  in  the  collection  of  salvage, 
primarily  for  waste  paper  and  food  waste. 

Salvaged  materials  collected  and  sold  during  the  year  were  as  follows 

Materials.  Weight.  Value. 


Tons.  cwt.  lbs. 

£ 

S. 

d. 

Waste  Paper 

•••  374 

17 

10 

2,727 

12 

9 

Food  Waste 

•••  359 

14 

0 

1,058 

14 

11 

Metals 

10 

1 

90 

28 

II 

2 

Textiles 

4 

7 

19 

51 

8 

7 

Bottles  and  jars 

4 

7 

56 

17 

7 

4 

Bones  ... 

1 

28 

7 

2 

753 

8 

91 

£3.884 

1 

11 

Since  1940,  7,263  tons  of  salvaged  materials  valued  £26,626  have  been  sold. 
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DISINFECTION  OF  PREMISES. 


Disinfection  was  carried  out  at  91  premises.  39  batches  of  clothing  and 
bedding  were  disinfected  and  8 destroyed. 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

The  Health  Department  is  responsible  for  the  staffing  and  cleansing  of  public 
conveniences  in  the  Borough  and  the  collection  of  receipts  therefrom. 

One  underground  convenience,  with  male  and  female  sections,  is  situated  in 
Parrock  Street  and  includes  washing  facilities.  Male  and  female  attendants  are 
employed  at  this  convenience. 

One  convenience  for  females,  provided  with  attendants  and  washing  facilities, 
is  situated  on  the  Gordon  Promenade,  but  is  open  only  during  the  summer  months. 

One  convenience  for  males  and  one  for  females  are  .situated  in  Fort  Gardens. 
An  attendant  is  employed  at  the  females’  convenience  during  entertainments  in 
the  summer. 

Other  small  public  conveniences  are  situated  in  various  parts  of  the  Borough. 
These  are  without  washing  facilities  or  attendants. 

Conveniences  at  14  licensed  premises  are  also  cleansed  by  Health  Department 
employees  in  consideration  of  the  fact  that  they  are  available  for  the  use  of  the 
general  public  at  all  times. 

Conveniences  attached  to  other  licensed  premises  are  also  kept  under  supervision. 


RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION. 

All  infested  premises  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Public  Health  Department 
during  the  year  were  dealt  with.  The  cost  of  disinfestation  at  business  premises 
by  the  Council’s  Rodent  Officer  is  charged  to  the  occupiers,  but  the  work  at  private 
houses  is  carried  out  free. 

The  following  report  summarises  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year  1949  : — 


Number  of  infested  premises  brought  forward  from  1948  ...  41 

Premises  reported  as  infested  during  1949  ...  ...  ...  ...  515 

Premises  cleared  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  528 

Total  number  of  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6,365 

Premises  still  under  observation  at  end  of  year  ...  ...  ...  28 

Estimated  number  of  rats  killed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,716 


Two  maintenance  treatments  of  the  sewers  for  the  destruction  of  rats  were  carried 
out,  one  during  the  period  21st  February  to  26th  March  and  the  other  during  the 
period  12th  September  to  8th  October.  A test  treatment  was  also  carried  out 
during  the  period  21st  to  26th  February  of  10%  of  the  sewer  manholes  in  the  areas 
previously  found  to  be  uninfested. 

The  rats  killed  during  these  treatments  are  not  included  in  the  above  figures 
of  2,716  as  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  & Fisheries  do  not  consider  it  necessary  to 
record  poison  takes  in  sewer  maintenance  treatments. 
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SECTION  “D.” 


HOUSING. 

Housing  continues  to  be  a major  problem.  There  is  a large  amount  of  over- 
crowding in  the  town,  but  statistics  are  lacking  because  we  have  not  been  able  to 
make  a survey.  Callers  give  the  Medical  Officer  distressing  accounts  of  their 
difficulties.  The  most  urgent  cases  are  being  dealt  with  and  accommodation  is 
allocated  by  the  Housing  Selection  Sub-Committee  after  careful  thought.  I am 
particularly  grateful  for  the  way  in  which  they  considered  the  families  I have  put 
before  them,  and  more  especially  for  those  patients  suffering  from  tuberculosis 
who  have  been  re-housed  during  1949. 

The  Borough  Engineer  has  kindly  supplied  the  following  information  : — 

Houses  completed  during  1949— 


By  Corporation  188 

By  Private  Enterprise  20 

208 

Contemplated,  1950  200 

Contemplated,  1951  200 


608 

Housing  for  Old  People  (Married  Couples),  1949 — 


Flats  completed  in  Christianfields  Avenue  24 

Contemplated,  1950  (Parrock  Farm  Estate).  100 


124 


Houses  Built  by  Private  Enterprise  during  1949 — 


Houses  16 

Bungalows  4 

Rebuilds  2 
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Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  1840 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  6778 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head  (1) 

above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 

Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous 

or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  3 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under 
the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 

fit  for  human  habitation  qoq 
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Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal  notices  : 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  by  the  bocal  Authority  or  their  officers 


Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 
(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 


served  requiring  repairs  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  formal  notices : — Nil 

(a)  By  owners  Nil 

(b)  By  bocal  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 


(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 
served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  bocal  Authority  in  default  of  owners 


(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders 


(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect 


of  which  closing  orders  were  made  Nil 

umber  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect 
of  which  closing  orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room 
having  been  rendered  fit  Nil 


Housing  Accommodation. 


Visits  have  been  made  to  all  premises  reported  as  being  overcrowded  or  as 
being  otherwise  unsuitable  for  the  health  of  the  occupants.  The  following  is  a 
summary  of  the  action  taken  and  subsequent  results  since  1945  • — 

1945  1946  1947  1948  1949  Total 


1.  Reported  to  Housing  Department  as — 

(a)  Overcrowded  ...  ...  ...  4 

(b)  Not  overcrowded  but  otherwise 

unsuitable  ...  ...  ...  1 

2.  Reported  to  other  authorities  as — 

(a)  Overcrowded 

(b)  Not  overcrowded  but  otherwise  un- 

suitable 

(c)  Not  overcrowded  or  otherwise  un- 

suitable 

3.  Inspected  but  no  action  considered  necessary 


26 

28 

32 

32 

122 

20 

28 

22 

21 

92 

I 

1 

2 

2 

I 

1 

2 

34 

44 

22 

no 

26 


iq45  i946  1947  1948  1949  Total 


4.  Conditions  found  on  re-inspection  to  have 
been  abated  at — 


(a) 

Overcrowded  premises 

36 

28 

24 

88 

(b) 

Premises  where  conditions  were  other- 
wise unsuitable 

32 

20 

19 

71 

Included  in  No.  4 were  twenty-six  cases  where  members  of  the  families 
concerned  were  suffering  from  tuberculosis  and  five  from  other  illness. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Food  Premises. 

Special  attention  was  again  given  to  all  food  premises  during  the  year  and 
many  improvements  were  carried  out.  The  following  is  a summary  of  the  visits 
and  the  results  of  the  inspections  : — 

Number  Number  of  notices 

of  visits  Served.  Complied  with. 


Bakehouses 

104 

16 

20 

Butchers 

XI7 

10 

14 

Confectioners 

69 

— 

— 

Cooked  Meat  Shops 

12 

— 

— 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

61 

3 

4 

Dining  Rooms  and  Cafes 

x5o 

23 

25 

Fish  Frying  Establishments 

43 

6 

5 

Fishmongers 

160 

5 

4 

Greengrocers 

312 

x4 

x9 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

169 

— 

— 

Meat  Depots 

93 

— 

— 

Provision  Dealers 

390 

25 

28 

1680 

102 

ng 

Thirty-nine  premises  are  registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1938,  for  the  preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausages  or  potted,  pressed,  pickled 
or  preserved  food  intended  for  sale,  and  18  for  the  preparation  and  sale  of  fried  fish. 

Milk  Supply. 

There  is  one  dairy  farm  in  the  Borough.  Under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regula- 
tions, which  came  into  operation  on  1st  October,  1949,  dairy  farms  and  dairy  farmers 
are  now  registered  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  and  under  their 
control. 

Other  dairies  and  milk  distributors  are  registered  by  local  authorities  and  there 
are  now  on  the  register  32  dairies  and  39  distributors. 


Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-three  samples  of  milk  were  taken  and  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination  and  the  following  is  an  analysis  of  the  results  obtained  : — 


Methylene  Blue  Test. 

Phosphatase  T est. 

No.  of  Satisfactory . 

Un- 

Satisfactory. 

Un- 

Designation. 

Samples. 

satisfactory. 

satisfactory. 

Pasteurised 

73  53 

8 

55 

1 

Tuberculin  Tested 

3i  23 

2 

24 

0 

(pasteurised) 

28 


No.  of 

Methlene  Blue  T est. 

Coliform  Bacilli. 

Samples 

S at isf actor y . Unsatis factory. 

A bsent.  Present. 

Tuberculin  Tested 

3 

3 0 

3 0 

Plate  Count. 

Coliform  Bacilli. 

Satisfactory.  Un- 

Satisfactory. Un- 

satisfactory. 

satisfactory. 

Ungraded 

26 

24  2 

23  ‘ 3 

Twenty-four  of  the  above  recorded  samples  (8  pasteurised  and  16  ungraded) 
were  also  examined  for  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli,  and  all  gave  negative  results. 


Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949. 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk)  Regulations, 

1949. 

These  Regulations  came  into  operation  on  ist  October,  1949,  and  the  special 
designations  authorised  by  them  which  may  be  used  in  relation  to  milk  are,  in  respect 
of  the  first  named,  “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” and  “ Accredited/’  and  in  respect  of  the 
last  named  “ Pasteurised  ” and  “ Sterilised.” 

Licences  issued  under  these  Regulations  were  as  follows  : — 


“ Tuberculin  Tested  ” Dealer’s  Licences  3 

Dealer’s  Supplementary  Licences  2 

“ Tuberculin  Tested  ” Dealer’s  Licences  3 

(Pasteurised) 

“ Pasteurised  ” Pasteuriser’s  Licences  3 

Dealer’s  Licences  8 

Dealer’s  Supplementary  Licences  4 

" Sterilised  ” Dealer’s  Licences  20 

Dealer’s  Supplementary  Licences  4 


Ice  Cream. 

Sixty-nine  premises  are  registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1938,  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream,  and  3 for  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice  cream, 
2 under  Heat  Treatment  and  1 by  the  “ Cold  Mix  ” process.  169  inspections  were 
made  in  1949. 

Seventy-seven  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  and  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  with  the  following  results  : — 


Number  of  Samples. 

Manufactured  by  Manufactured  by 

Producers  in  the  Producers  outside  the 


Grade  1 

Borough. 

11 

Borough. 

9 

T btal. 
20 

„ 2 

12 

10 

22 

» 3 

7 

11 

18 

> > 4 

5 

12 

1 7 

35 

42 

77 

29 


The  system  of  grading  is  as  follows 
Grade  i — Time  taken  to  reduce  methylene 


y > 

z — 

yy 

y y 

y y 

y y 

y y 

> y 

3— 

y y 

yy 

y y 

y y 

y y 

y y 

4— 

y y 

y y 

y y 

y y 

y y 

blue  4J  hours  or  more. 

,,  2\ — 4hours. 

,,  \ — 2 hours. 

,,  o hours  (i.e.  reduction  at  end  of 
pre-incubation  period). 


Slaughterhouses. 

There  is  now  only  one  licensed  slaughterhouse  in  the  Borough  and  this  is  only 
used  for  the  slaughter  of  animals  by  private  keepers  under  licence  from  the  Ministry 
of  Food.  Visits  of  inspection  made  during  the  year  numbered  26. 

Thirty-three  pigs  and  two  calves  were  slaughtered  and  these,  on  examination, 
were  found  to  be  free  from  disease. 

The  provisions  of  the  slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933,  relating  to  humane 
slaughtering  of  animals  have  been  complied  with.  The  number  of  slaughtermen 
holding  licences  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  20. 


Unsound  Food. 

The  following  food  was  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 


(a)  Carcase  meat  and  offal : — 


lbs. 

Beef  (unsound  or  bruised)  1,001 

Beef  (moulds)  301 

Bovine  liver  (unsound)  12 

Bovine  liver  (flukes)  iqo 

Bovine  spleens  (unsound)  27 

Bovine  hearts  (unsound)  13 

Bovine  lungs  (unsound)  109 


(b)  Fish  (unsound) 


lbs. 

Cod  190 

Crabs  54 

Catfish  70 

Haddock  386 


(c)  Canned  foods  (unsound)  : — 

lbs. 


Fish. 

Baracouter  2 

Brisling  2 

Crawfish  22 

Cod  roes  41 

Crab  5 


lbs. 

Bovine  heads  (unsound  86 

Mutton  (unsound  or  bruised)  243 

Mutton  (moulds)  395 

Mutton  (bone  taint)  43 

Sheep  lungs  (unsound)  153 

Sheep  heads  (unsound)  190 

Pork  (unsound  or  bruised)  65 


2,828 


lbs. 

Kippers  252 

Skate  238 

Soles  70 

Whelks  60 


1,320 


lbs. 

Meat. 

Bacon  6 

Beef  966 

Brawn  108 

Chicken  9 

Puncheon  Meat  203 


30 


Fish 


Hake  io 

Herrings  23 

Mussels  35 

Pilchards  ........  37 

Rock  Pish  2 

Sardines  23 

Snoek  1 

Silds  2 

Salmon  41 

Fruit. 

Apples  18 

Apricots  7 

Cherries  2 

Figs  1 

Gooseberries  2 

Grapes  38 

Grape  Fruit  400 

Fruit  Juices  . 62 

Macedoines  19 

Mandarines  3 

Pears  114 

Pineapple  ' 22 

Peaches  45 

Plums  54 

Raspberries  2 

Rhubarb  3 

Tomatoes  98 

(d)  Miscellaneous  (unsound  or  damaged)  : 

lbs. 

Butter  28 

Cake  Mixture  62 

Cereals  102 

Cheese  38 

Cheese  Cakes  11 

Chicken  43 

Ducks 9 

Bggs  29 

Fat  (cooking)  112 

Grape  Fruit  56 

Flour  36 

Honey  1 

Jam  33 

Dentils  1 12 

Marmalade  - 3 

Macaroni  35 

Margarine  51 

Meat  Paste  13 


Meat 

Mutton  13 

Pork  13 

Rabbit  .......  14 

Sausages  43 

Steak  18 

Tongue  20 

Veal  . 14 

Vegetables. 

Beans  ........  124 

Beetroot  .......  .......  57 

Carrots  49 

Mixed  Vegetables  ........  13 

Potatoes  .....  3 

Peas  271 

Spinach  .......  5 

Miscellaneous. 

Barley  ....  7 

Eggs  (dried)  14 1 

Jam  .......  83 

Marmalade  86 

Milk  1,068 

Milk  Powder  ........  28 

Pate  de  Foix  3 

Soup  238 

Syrup  5 


4*744 


lbs. 

Pastry  Mixture  .......  34 

Pickles  67 

Pies  (Meat)  366 

Prunes  46 

Pudding  Mixtures  37 

Rabbit  120 

Salad  Dressing  4 

Salt  36 

Sauce  5 

Spaghetti  16 

Stuffing  8 

Suet  41 

Sugar  56 

Sweets  125 

Tapioca  32 

Tea  17 

Tomatoes  24 


1,808 


3i 


Total  approximate  weights. 


(a) 

Carcase  meat 

Tons 

1 

cwts. 

5 

qrs. 

1 

lbs. 

0 

(b) 

Fish 



11 

3 

4 

(c) 

Canned  foods 

2 

2 

1 

12 

(d) 

Miscellaneous 

16 

0 

16 

4 15  2 4 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

One  hundred  and  forty-five  samples  were  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1938  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst.  Particulars  of  the  samples  and  a 
summary  of  the  results  are  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


Samples. 

Number  of 
Formal.  Informal. 

Result  of  Analyses 
Genuine.  Adulterated 

Appleade 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Black  Pudding 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Brawn 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Butter 

3 

— 

3 

— 

Cakes 

— 

10 

10 

— 

Cheese 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Cocoa 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Coffee 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Cooking  Fat 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Gin 

2 

— 

2 

— - 

Ice  Cream 

— 

12 

12 

— 

J am 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Lard 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Lemonade 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Margarine 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Marmalade 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Milk 

60 

16 

74 

2 

Orange  Squash 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Pearl  Barley 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Pickles 

1 

2 

3 

— 

Rice 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Rum 

3 

— 

3 

— 

Sauces 

2 

2 

— 

Sausages 

4 

— 

2 

2 

Soup  Powder 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Sponge  Mixture 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Tea 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Vinegar,  non-brewed  

— 

2 

2 

— 

Whisky 

3 

— 

3 

— 

98 

47 

141 

4 
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Particulars  of  adulterated  samples  and  action  taken  : — 

Milk  Samples  Nos.  652  and  656.  These  samples  were  taken  from  supplies  as 
delivered  to  a local  dairy  from  farmers  outside  the  district.  They  were  stated 
to  be  deficient  in  fat  to  the  extent  of  4.7  per  cent,  and  5.7  per  cent,  respectively. 
Particulars  were  reported  to  the  County  Authorities. 


Sausage  Sample  No.  548.  Deficient  in  meat  to  the  extent  of  18  per  cent. 
Particulars  were  reported  to  the  Ministry  of  Food. 


Sausage  Sample  No.  679.  Deficient  in  meat  to  the  extent  of  28  per  cent.  A 
letter  of  caution  was  sent  to  the  vendor. 
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SECTION  “F.” 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND  “OTHER 

DISEASES.” 

Infectious  Diseases. 

The  following  notifiable  infectious  diseases  were  recorded  : — 


Measles  672 

Whooping  Cough  132 

Tuberculosis — Respiratory  82 

Non  Respiratory  10 

Scarlet  Fever  24 

Erysipelas  8 

Pneumonia  7 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  2 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis  1 

Acute  Polioencephalitis  1 


Total  939 


A table  showing  other  particulars  is  given  on  page  42. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Smallpox,  Diphtheria,  Enteric  Fever,  Dysentery  or  Food 
Poisoning. 


Institutional  Accommodation  for  Infectious  Diseases. 

Patients  needing  institutional  accommodation,  either  for  treatment  or  isolation, 
were  sent  to  Bow  Arrow  Hospital,  Dartford. 

The  other  arrangements  include  the  following : — 

(a)  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum — Kent  Ophthalmic  Hospital,  Maidstone. 

(b)  Smallpox — The  River  Hospitals  (Long  Reach)  Dartford. 

(c)  Tuberculosis — Arrangements  made  by  the  Chest  Physician  to  the  South 

Eastern  Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital  Board. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

This  work  is  now  under  the  control  of  the  Kent  County  Council  and  the  following 
arrangements  are  in  operation  : — 

1.  Immunisations  are  carried  out  at  the  Doctor’s  sessions  at  each  Welfare 

Centre  and  School  Clinic. 

2.  Immunisations  on  behalf  of  the  Local  Health  Authority  are  carried  out  by 

General  Practitioners  at  their  surgeries. 

3.  Notices  are  sent  to  every  infant  at  the  age  of  8 months. 

4.  The  Health  Visitors  follow  up  all  cases  in  which  there  is  no  record  of  the 

injections  having  been  given. 
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The  diphtheria  immunisation  statistics  for  the  year  are  as  follows  : — 

During  the  year  685  children  under  fifteen  were  immunised  for  the  first  time — 
548  children  under  five  years  and  137  over  five  years  of  age. 

Sixteen  children  under  five  years  and  532  children  over  five  years  of  age  were 
given  re-inforcing  injections. 

The  total  number  of  diphtheria  immunisations  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  D as 
follows  : — 


Under 

5 and  under 

5 years. 

15  years. 

T otal. 

Number  immunised  

2,187 

5.048 

7.235 

Estimated  Child  Population 

4,069 

6,215 

10,284 

Percentage  Immunised 

53-7 

81.2 

70-3 

Vaccination. 

When  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  came  into  operation  the  Vaccination 
Acts  were  repealed  and  infant  vaccination  ceased  to  be  compulsory. 


Vaccinations  carried  out  during  the  year 

were  as 

follows 

Under 

1-4 

5-14 

15  years 

1 year. 

years. 

years 

and  over. 

Total. 

Primary  Vaccinations 

228 

150 

8 

631 

1,017 

Re- Vaccinations  

— 

6 

16 

556 

578 

Smallpox  Prevention. 

In  March,  1949,  there  were  a number  of  smallpox  contacts  in  the  town.  The 
majority  of  these  were  most  co-operative  but  a few  seemed  to  expect  to  be  looked 
after  in  a way  which  would  be  quite  impossible  during  an  epidemic.  Further,  one 
old  lady  refused  to  be  vaccinated  and  there  were  two  male  contacts  I saw  one 
Saturday  afternoon  who  required  a great  deal  of  persuasion.  Fortunately,  smallpox 
did  not  occur  in  the  town. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  presence  of  one  or  two  smallpox  patients  in  Gravesend 
would  awaken  the  public  conscience  and  there  would  be  a heavy  demand  for  vaccin- 
ation. It  ought,  however,  to  be  pointed  out  that  in  this  country  at  the  present  time 
a few  smallpox  cases  in  a town  would  not  generally  be  regarded  as  an  indication  for 
mass  vaccination.  Careful  listing  of  all  persons  in  contact  with  the  disease, 
immediate  vaccination  (within  24  hours)  and  continued  surveillance  are  to  be  de- 
pended on  as  the  main  measure  of  control. 

All  children  should  be  vaccinated  in  infancy  and  four  months  is  given  as  the 
optimum  age.  Re-vaccination  on  entry  and  again  on  leaving  school  is  advised. 
Persons  at  special  risk  such  as  doctors,  nurses  and  sanitary  inspectors,  etc.,  should 
be  re- vaccinated  at  yearly  intervals. 

Now  that  the  Vaccination  Acts  have  been  repealed,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  residents 
of  Gravesend  will  realise  their  responsibilities  in  this  vital  matter.  I know  that  the 
Council  will  join  with  me  in  expecting  them  to  help  to  keep  our  town  a healthy 
place. 

Tuberculosis — Diagnosis. 

The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  visited  Gravesend  in  February,  1949. 

The  Tuberculosis  Clinic  is  provided  at  the  Gravesend  and  North  Kent  Hospital 
where  patients  are  seen  every  Wednesday  at  9 a.m. 
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Tuberculosis — Statistics. 


Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1930. 

Notification  of  New  Cases. 

In  1949,  92  cases  were  notified.  The  following  table  gives  comparative 
particulars  over  the  last  ten  years  : — 


Estimated 

Population 

of  Registrar  Non- 


Year. 

General. 

Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Total. 

1940 

35,550 

28 

5 

33 

1941 

34,ioo 

48 

8 

56 

1942 

35.460 

43 

12 

55 

1943 

35.260 

48 

10 

58 

1944 

35,080 

34 

8 

42 

1945 

36,090 

32 

4 

36 

1946 

40,340 

45 

9 

54 

x947 

41,630 

75 

8 

83 

1948 

42,890 

48 

7 

55 

1949 

43,250 

82 

10 

92 

The  sources  from  which  the  notifications  of  tuberculosis  were  received  : — 


Tuberculosis  Officer  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

Private  Medical  Practitioners  ...  ...  ...  25 

General  Hospitals  and  Institutions  ...  ...  3 


Age  and  Sex  Distribution. 

The  following  table  shows  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  our  92  new  cases  : — 


Age 

Pulmonary 

N on-Pulmonary . 

Periods. 

Male. 

Female. 

Male 

Female. 

0-1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i-5 

3 

2 

— 

1 

5-io 

4 

1 

— 

1 

10-15 

— 

1 

— 

— 

15-20 

8 

5 

2 

2 

20-25 

5 

8 

— 

— 

25-35 

8 

12 

1 

2 

35-45 

5 

2 

— 

— 

45-55 

9 

1 

1 

— 

55-65 

6 

1 

— 

— 

65  and 
upwards 

1 

— 

— 

— 

49 

33 

4 

6 
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Occupational  Analysis. 

Apprentice  Scale  Maker 

Assembler 

Blacksmith’s  Striker 
Boiler  Maker 

Boot  Maker  and  Repairer 

Bus  Conductor 

Butcher 
Cafe  Worker 
Canteen  Worker 

Cardboard  Box  Maker  

Carpenter 
Cement  Labourer 

Charge  Hand  

Cleaner 

Cleaner’s  Assistant 
Clerk 

Counter  Hand  

Crane  Driver 
Driver 

Electrical  Worker 
Engineer 

Engineering  Assistant 

Examiner 

Fitter  and  Turner 

Gas  Company  Representative 

General  Labourer 

Hairdresser 

Housewife 

Mechanic 

Merchant  Seaman 

Messenger 

Metal  Worker  

Packer  and  Grader 

Rolling  Mill  Operator 

Saleswoman 

Scholars 

Seaman 

Shop  Assistant 

Stock  Taker  and  Gauger 
Test  Room  Floor  Assistant 

Truck  Driver  

Tug  Hand 
Tyre  Builder 
Usherette 

Van  Deliverer  

Waitress 

Children  under  five  years 
No  Occupation 
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Deaths  and  Death  Rate. 


There  were  24  deaths  registered  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  2 from 
Non-Pulmonary.  This  gives  a death  rate  of  .60  per  1,000  population  for  all  forms 
of  Tuberculosis. 

The  following  table  compares  the  figures  for  1949  with  those  of  the  previous 
years : — 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary  Total 


Year. 

Number.  1 

Rate  per 
,000  Pop. 

Number. 

Rate  per 
1,000  Pop. 

Rate  per 
1,000  Pot). 

7 X 

1940 

24 

.67 

3 

.08 

•75 

1941 

15 

•43 

2 

•05 

.48 

1942 

18 

•5 

6 

.16 

.66 

1943 

21 

•59 

6 

•17 

.76 

1944 

15 

.42 

2 

•05 

•47 

1945 

19 

•52 

4 

.11 

.63 

1946 

16 

•37 

2 

•05 

.42 

1947 

24 

•57 

2 

.04 

.62 

1948 

23 

•54 

2 

•05 

.58 

1949 

24 

•55 

2 

•05 

.60 

Tuberculosis  Register. 

The  names  of  40  persons 

were  removed 

from  the 

Register  for  the  following 

reasons : — 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Left  the  District  ...  ...  ...  8 

Recovered  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

40 

Four  hundred  and  thirty-nine  persons  remained  on  the  Register  on  31st 
December,  1949.  They  consist  of  the  following  : — 


Males. 

Females. 

T otal. 

Pulmonary 

• • • 

224 

150 

374 

Non-Pulmonary  . . . 

• • • 

27 

38 

65 

251 

188 

439 

Sanatorium  and  Hospital  Treatment. 

Forty-four  patients  suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  admitted  to 
Sanatorium.  One  Non-Pulmonary  case  received  treatment  in  Hospital. 

Legal  Proceedings. 

No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936. 
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Venereal  Diseases. 


Administrative  arrangements  are  now  under  the  control  of  the  South  East 
Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

The  Surgeon  in  charge  of  the  Gravesend  Clinic,  C.  M.  Ockwell,  Esq.,  E.R.C.S., 
has  kindly  supplied  the  following  statistics  : — 


New  Patients — Gravesend. 
Syphilis 

Gonorrhoea  . . . 

Non- Venereal 


Male. 

Female. 

T otal . 

6 

10 

16 

10 

5 

15 

26 

21 

47 

42  36  78 


Total  No.  of  Patients  (new)  from  all  areas 
No.  of  attendances  of  Gravesend  Patients 
Total  No.  of  attendances — all  areas 


222 

2,774 


Discharges  {all  districts). 


Discharged  cured  : — 

Male. 

Female. 

T otal. 

Syphilis 

8 

15 

23 

Gonorrhoea  ... 

15 

5 

20 

Non- V enereal 

83 

50 

133 

106 

70 

176 

Defaulted  before  Completion  of  Treatment 

* — • 

Male. 

Female. 

T otal. 

Syphilis 

2 

— 

2 

Gonorrhoea  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Cleanliness,  Good  Health  and  Elimination  of  Verminous  Conditions. 

The  Health  Visitors  have  been  active  in  their  educative  work  in  regard  to 
cleanliness  and  freedom  from  vermin. 


Scabies. 

During  the  year  59  persons  suffering  from  scabies  were  met  with.  This 
includes  26  school  children.  The  total  figure  for  the  previous  year  was  108. 

All  cases  were  treated  at  the  Corporation  Cleansing  Centre  which  was  opened 
in  1945.  A female  cleanliness  officer  and  a male  attendant  are  provided  ; 126 
treatments  were  given.  The  facilities  are  satisfactory  and  the  service  is  much 
appreciated. 
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Corporation  Mortuary. 

Forty-seven  bodies  were  received  and  36  post-mortems  performed. 


Coroner’s  Inquests. 

H.  M.  Coroner  has  kindly  supplied  the  following  information  : — - 


Total  number  of  inquests  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Number  of  inquests  without  post-mortems  ...  ...  ...  8 

Number  of  post-mortems  without  inquests  ...  ...  ...  32 

Verdicts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Accidental  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Suicides  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Found  drowned  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Other  verdicts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


Causes  of  Death  in  Gravesend  for  1949,  as  provided  by  the  Registrar  General 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

1. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

2. 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

- — 

1 

1 

3* 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

1 

1 

5- 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

13 

11 

24 

7- 

Tuberculosis,  Other  forms 

2 

— 

2 

8. 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

1 

1 

2 

9- 

Influenza  

2 

— 

2 

10. 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

11. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polioencephalitis  ... 

1 

— 

1 

12. 

Acute  Encephalitis,  Infantile 

— 

— 

— 

13- 

Cancer — Oesophagus  and  Uterus 

2 

1 

3 

14- 

Cancer — Stomach  and  Duodenum 

5 

5 

10 

15- 

Cancer — Breast 

12 

12 

16. 

Cancer — All  other  sites  ... 

30 

18 

48 

1 7- 

Diabetes 

3 

3 

18. 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions 

20 

39 

59 

19. 

Heart  Diseases 

61 

5i 

112 

20. 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

16 

13 

29 

21. 

Bronchitis 

17 

8 

25 

22. 

Pneumonia 

5 

3 

8 

23. 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

3 

2 

5 

24. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

5 

2 

7 

25. 

Diarrhoea — under  2 years 

2 

1 

3 

26. 

Appendicitis 

— 

— 

— 

27. 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

2 

4 

6 

28. 

Nephritis 

3 

7 

10 

29. 

Puerperal  and  post  abortion  sepsis 

— 

— 

— 

30. 

Other  maternal  causes  ... 

— 

2 

2 

3i- 

Premature  births 

3 

2 

5 

32. 

Congenital  Malformations 

6 

9 

15 

33- 

Suicide 

3 

2 

5 

34- 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  ... 

1 

— 

1 

35- 

Other  violent  causes 

6 

5 

11 

36. 

All  other  causes 

26 

18 

44 

...  235  221  456 


Total — All  causes 

40 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year. 


Legitimate 

Male. 

...  13 

Female. 

13 

Total. 

26 

Illegitimate 

... 

. . . — 

— 

— 

Total  . . . 

...  13 

13 

26 

Births — for  Infant  Mortality 

UVE  BIRTHS  : 

Rate,  etc. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

• • • • • • 

...  378 

333 

711 

Illegitimate 

• • • • • • 

...  16 

24 

40 

Total 

•••  394 

357 

75i 

STILL  BIRTHS: 

Legitimate 

• • • • • • 

...  8 

5 

13 

Illegitimate 

• • • • • • 

1 

— 

1 

Total 

9 

5 

14 

4i 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE. 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  BATHING  POOL  WATER. 
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20.  ,,  Deep  end  o 4 do.  Satisfactory 

21.  31/8/49  Deep  end  3 5 do.  Satisfactory 

22.  „ Shallow  end  o t do.  Satisfactory 
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